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1. GENERAL PURSLEY, SECRETARY LAIRD'S PRINCIPAL

25X1 MILITARY ASSISTANT, HAS JUST CALLED [ IO LEVY CRYPTIC
INQUIRY AT LAIRD'S DIRECTION. LATTER IS QUIETLY PROBING TO
SEE IF PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUTHORIZING B-52 STRIKES
ARE CAUSING ANY PROBLEMS IN THE FIELD, L E., IN LAOS. THERE
IS CLEARLY MORE TO THIS SOUNDING THAN MEETS THE EYE, THOUGH
AT THIS WRITING WE ARE NOT SURE WHAT IS INVOLVED. SOMEONE
HAS APPARENTLY INTIMATED TO LAIRD THAT WASHINGTON'S (HIS)
CONTINUED EXERCISE OF TIGHT CONTROL OVER AUTHORIZATION
OF SUCH STRIKES IS CAUSING DELAY AND MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

IN THE COMBAT ZONE, THERE IS ALSO APPARENTLY PRESSURE
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TO FROM SOME QUARTER TO GIVE THE FIELD (PRESUMABLY GODLEY,
POSSIBLY ABRAMS) MORE DISCRETIONARY LATITUDE THAN IT IS NOW
ENJOYING., [ |TOLD PURSLEY HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY
MAJOR PROBLEMS IN THIS SPHERE DERIVING FROM IMPERFECTIONS
IN CURRENT AUTHORIZATION PROCEDURES, BUT SAID HE WANTED

"T0 CHECK BEFORE GIVING DEFINITIVE ANSWER. PURSLEY SAID
LAIRD WOULD WANT TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER IN SOME DETAIL AT
HIS MEETING WITH|[ AT 1000 EST WEDNESDAY, 10 FEBRUARY.

2. REQUEST[___ |COMMENT FRANKLY AND PRIVATELY IN
THIS CHANNEL ON HIS CURRENT DEGREE OF SATISFACTION OR LACK

THEREOF WITH PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS. ARE THERE IN FACT

SERIOUS PROBLEMS OR COMPLICATIONS ENGENDERED BY THEM ?

REQUEST ALL ADDRESSEES, ALSO PRIVATELY AND BY THIS CHANNEL,

SHED ANY LIGHT THEY CAN ON WHAT MIGHT LIE BEHIND LAIRD'S

?UERY. END OF MESSAGE
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